
 

The Problems of Public Choice 

I.   The Scope Problem: Constitutions As Constraints on Government 

Homer, “The Odyssey”, Book XII, Internet Classics Archive, Translation by Samuel Butler. 

William F. Shughart II, "Public Choice," The Concise Encyclopedia of Economics, (Library of Economics 

and Liberty: 2008). 

James Buchanan, “The Logical Foundations of Constitutional Democracy”, (Indianapolis: Liberty 

Fund, 1999), pp. 45-59, 419-428. 

II.  Rent-Seeking 

James Buchanan, “The Logical Foundations of Constitutional Democracy”, (Indianapolis: Liberty 

Fund, 1999), pp. 103-115. 

David R. Henderson, "Rent Seeking," The Concise Encyclopedia of Economics, (Library of Economics 

and Liberty: 2008). 

The Economist, “Grey Eminences”, February 22, 2014. 

Jeffrey Simpson, “Political hell hath no fury like dairy farmers aroused”, The Globe and Mail, June 22, 

2012. 

III. The Collective Action Problem 

Russell Hardin, “The Free Rider Problem”, The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Spring 2013 

Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.). 

Elinor Ostrom, “Collective Action and the Evolution of Social Norms”, Journal of Economic 

Perspectives, Vol. 14, No. 3 (Summer 2000), pp. 137-158. 

Cory Doctorow, “Pirate Cinema”, (New York: Tor Teen, 2012), pp. 123-139. 

IV.   The Collective Choice Problem 

Kenneth J. Arrow, “A Difficulty in the Concept of Social Welfare”, The Journal of Political Economy, Vol. 

58, No. 4. (Aug., 1950), pp. 328-346. 

James Buchanan, “The Logical Foundations of Constitutional Democracy”, (Indianapolis: Liberty 

Fund, 1999), pp. 89-103. 

David Friedman, “The Right Side of the Public Goods Trap” and “As a Free Bonus”, The Machinery of 

Freedom, (Chicago: Open Court Publishing Company, 1989). 

John Wildermuth, “Santa Clara voters OK 49ers stadium”, San Francisco Chronicle, June 9, 2010. 

V. The Information Problem: Markets vs. Government 

F.A. Hayek, “The Use of Knowledge in Society”, American Economic Review, Vol. 35, No. 4, pp. 519-530. 

James Buchanan, “The Logical Foundations of Constitutional Democracy”, (Indianapolis: Liberty 

Fund, 1999), pp. 75-88. 

Richard L. Stroup, "Political Behavior," The Concise Encyclopedia of Economics, (Library of Economics 

and Liberty: 2008). 

Clifford Krauss, “End of Era Near in Montreal for White-Elephant Airport”, New York Times, October 

3, 2004. 


